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“the pandemic is not as severe as to believe”, and “the pandemic is more severe 

led to believe”).

between conspiracy ideation and functional literacy (i.e. people’s ability to 

groups, a question arises if it ‘operates’ equivalently (or invariantly) across the groups



(“COM COVID”) that examined citizens’ retrospective perceptions around communication 



pancies. The study was approved by the relevant university’s Ethics 

also “non heavy” online users
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“coincidences” are in fact 

d’événements so



Les événements de l’actualité ne se 

There are people who don’t 

the public’s knowledge.



survey’s pandemic coping scale. The items 

“

emotionally”; “seek connection with other people who share my views and beliefs, to gain a 

” “

iefs regarding the situation”)

government’s news media’s “I 

message contents difficult to follow” or “There were words that I did not know ” 

Participants were asked to rate their agreement/disagreement with six items (e.g., “I 

19” or “I believed that the Coronavirus was a severe 

public health problem”) 



didn’t want to/was not convinced, 3 = occasionally, 4 = always as prescribed); 

I wanted to get vaccinated but I couldn’t for medical 
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with robust estimator (“MLR”)

A significant Δχ indicates nonequivalence. Given that Δχ

. ΔCFI gr , ΔRMSEA 

and ΔSRMR values greater than 0.03

Δχ was not significant, indicating measurement equivalence. Likewise, ΔCFI and ΔTLI 

values were lower than 0.01, and ΔRMSEA values lower than 0.015
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about “people covering things up or things happening without the public’s knowledge”



critical scrutiny, and the use of the adjective ‘rational’ in relation to the second factor serves 

devise ‘profiles’ of individuals in terms of their conspiracy 



the Harman’s single factor test indicated the only 28% (French group) and 29% 

, Lukić et al., 2019
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‘Who wants to silence us’? 

Perceived discrimination of conspiracy theory believers increases ‘conspiracy theorist’ 
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